Romans 7 – The Law and its Purpose.

Warren Wiersbe asks – What is wrong with the following statements:

1) “Since we are saved by grace, we can do what we want!”  This is a case of extreme license. 

2) “Although saved by grace, we are still under God’s Laws and must obey if we are to please God!” 


This is a case of extreme legalism. 
The only way a Christian can achieve victory, joy and peace is to understand our heart in overcoming sinfulness.  The Holy Spirit is the conviction through which we refrain from harmful tendencies.   

Examples: Alcohol in itself, doe not destroy, however, the abuse can.  What we look at may not destroy, but does affect others, family and eventually us; Recreational drugs may seem harmless and freeing, but sooner or later entangles us in habit. We are to abstain from anything (this means anything) which keeps us from His righteousness and God’s design for His created. This chapter is about comparisons between the Law and freedom of Grace through Jesus Christ.  

Vs. 1-6 A Marriage Comparison - 

To this point in Romans, Paul has explained the Christian is justified in Christ –Chapters 3-5. We already know that sanctification is the process of Christian maturity after salvation (justification).  Paul uses marriage as an example of both the Law and Grace. 

Vs. 1-3 - In a marriage, death and unfaithfulness (which can mean much) are grounds to terminate a marriage.  The emphasis in marriage is not on unfaithfulness and its ramifications, but rather death, which frees one from the Law. 
Vs. 4-6 – When we trust Christ, we die to the Law, so Grace may abound. See Romans 6:1-ff.

This does not make the Law void, no, it frees us from the rigors that bind us. It is no longer duty, it is heart and soul that guides. The Law identifies sin, the heart recognizes and rejects it. 
Vs. 6 – By dying to the Law, we are now freed in the Spirit to serve in a new way and not by code. 

Vs. 7-13 -  It’s not the Law that Fails -  It us who fail to Sin which the Law identifies.  

We would not know what complete sin is apart from the Law - that is why God gave it. The Law exposes sin for what it is – acts against God.  


Example – Have you ever done something that knew was wrong, but you did it anyway?  Paul’s very point.  Covetousness is jealousy towards another – an inward action against God. 
Vs. 9 – Alive because we knew no better, but because the Law reveals, we knew better, yet we sin anyway – 
Why is that?  Inherent in each of us is choice.  We chose in spite of consequences sometimes.  

Paul says sis rang to life and he died!  To what did Paul die?  Genesis 3:4 gives us a clue to this death - 


"You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." Opened to evil and lust of the flesh – open to sin in our life.  Deception is satan’s tool against mankind to bring him/her under submission.  Once Satan has a grip, he does not let go unless God commands it.  

Vs. 13 -  The commandments were given to expose sin and for us to realize, there is no good to be had in it. 

  Sin has used a holy thing (the Law) to become death. God’s point is to be obedient to avoid spiritual death. 
Vs. 14- 25 – What the Law cannot do – 


The law is spiritual because it is holy just and good for mankind to adhere to. 

Paul’s discussion from vs. 15 to 20 deals with his inability to handle himself without the righteousness of God working for him in his life. He deals with himself and his sinful nature to explain the outcome of doing wrong, even though our intention to do right is available to us. Another way satan uses human instinct to counter God’s intent for each of us.  I think every person can relate to Paul in this situation. 

Vs. 21 – A law at work – the Law of Good vs. evil is ever present.  Both are present and active in ones life.  The difference for the Christian is we know better, however the struggle is real none the less. 

Vs. 24 -  Paul a wretched man, understands, Christ has recued us from this sure death (spiritually).  We have eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom 5:21 “So that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Vs. 25 – Slave to God’s law and a slave to sinful nature.  We cannot get away from man’s sinful nature, however we can relish in God’s Grace to keep us from falling by delighting in God’s laws for us. 
