
Romans – The Gospel is A Call to the Obedience of Faith


Romans 6:1-23 - Questions about Sin – Part B
Question 2 – v15-23: Does the Position of Grace Excuse Sin?

Another question posed by Paul:  “Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?” (v15)  

NT:264

NT:264 ‎a(marta/nw ‎hamartano (ham-ar-tan'-o); perhaps from NT:1 (as a negative particle) and the base of NT:3313; properly, to miss the mark (and so not share in the prize), i.e. (figuratively) to err, especially (morally) to sin:  
    

NT:3313

NT:3313 ‎me/ro$ ‎meros (mer'-os); from an obsolete but more primary form of meiromai (to get as a section or allotment); a division or share (literally or figuratively, in a wide application):
(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)
Translated: “Shall we not take our share in sin?”  

Conveys the idea that we are human and share in sin, so shouldn’t we go ahead, since we are under grace? Don’t we teach that our sins, past, present and future are covered under grace? So, why should we be concerned about “slip-ups”?
Why does Paul ask another question about sin regarding our position of grace?  (Our fallen minds will ask this because we know we do not have the personal power to overcome sin. (See chap 7) Also, the enemy would seek to trick us into believing that salvation of our souls does not require determined effort to combat sin in our lives.)  Are we to simply tolerate sin as a “reality” of life? Sadly, too often the mantra, learned by young people is, “Everyone else is doing it”. See Titus 2:11-14
Again, the answer Paul gives is, “By No Means!” - NIV (Or “may it never be!” - NASU)

What Kind of Slave are You? (6:15-23)

v.16 - Whom do you obey?  Whose slave are you? – What argument keeps us on the fence regarding sin?

We know sin leads to death.  But, to whom are we enslaved regarding sin? (self, the flesh, our sin nature)

v.16b - How does obedience lead to righteousness? (Trust and faith in Jesus and obedience to the call of the gospel is the foundation of salvation and by faith we obtain righteousness as the gift of God.) To whom are we enslaved regarding obedience? (Jesus)

In the context of obedience to Christ is slavery a negative term?  Why?

SLAVE

Paul spoke of himself as a "servant," a word sometimes rendered as "bondservant" but frequently also as "slave" (Rom 1:1; Titus 1:1). Christians, especially ministers, are not hired servants but slaves committed to service to Jesus. A slave does not manage his own life. The person who calls himself a slave of Christ acknowledges that the Savior has power over him.
(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
Do you understand that at salvation you gave God ownership?  1 Cor. 6:19-20: “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore, honor God with your body.”(NIV)
v.17 - Where does obedience begin?  (in the heart) Notice the point of transition in the believer’s heart.  “Though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching …” (when we recognize the power sin has over us and that we desperately need grace deliverance.) Decisiveness is a godly trait.  We should not allow ourselves to be divided between godliness and sin.  Verse 18 gives the reason.
v.18 - How free are you? (personal question – are you free in your Christian life?) 

Do You Really Want to be Free?  Are you determined to be free? Are you desperate to be free? How valuable and crucial to you is your gift of freedom from bondage to sin?

(v 19-20) Paul here uses the illustration of servitude. We are all in service either to sin or to righteousness. 
   

NT:1401 ‎dou=lo$ ‎doulos (doo'-los); from NT:1210; a slave (literal or figurative, involuntary or voluntary; frequently, therefore in a qualified sense of subjection or subserviency):
KJV - bond (-man), servant.

(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)What does righteousness and sanctification (NASU) or holiness (NIV) mean to you? 

(v.21) What ‘benefit’ could we ever reap from sin? (Implication - none) To what is attributed our shame? (our bondage to sin) If sin brings shame, why would believers still practice sin? (strongholds, stubbornness, rebellion, fear, confusion, oppression, abuse, …) What is the result of sin? (death, fruitlessness, dead works, …)
(v 22) What is the benefit we receive from God through our freedom from sin and our submission to God? (Sanctification, eternal life)

(v.23) Conclusion: According to works - the wage of sin is death.  According to grace - the (free) gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:12-23

The Christian who deliberately yields himself to sin will commit sin and reap sorrow. Why should sin be our master when we have died to sin? Why must we be obedient to a master that has already been defeated by Christ? Christians who deliberately sin are people who have yielded themselves to the old nature instead of to the Holy Spirit. They are living beneath their exalted position in Christ. They are living like slaves when they could be reigning like kings.

I

(from Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament. Copyright © 1992 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)
Next week this discussion of freedom from the dominating power of sin will continue in chapter 7.

After that the discussion of our freedom through, and life in the Spirit will continue in Chapter 8
