Romans 5 – 
The Benefits of Justification By Faith

This passage follows up chapters 1:18-3:21 in that those passages told us why we need “salvation by faith”, and the reasons why it is by faith; and now Paul writes about the benefits of salvation by faith.
1. We have peace with God

2. We have obtained our “introduction” or “access” by Christ into God’s grace

3. We exult (rejoice) in the hope of the glory of God.

4. We exult (rejoice) in our tribulations.

Benefits 1-3 are easy to grasp and acknowledge, benefit 4 on the other hand is one that is difficult to grasp how exactly it is a benefit. We are not to “suffer through it” or “cowboy up”, but are to “rejoice” when we are faced with tribulations. These “tribulations” are not the usual hurts and pains that we suffer as we go through the life in a fallen world (advancing age, sickness, death, etc.), but are rather are the tribulations that we face from the world when we live for Christ. The idea of “tribulations” could also be understood as “persecutions”. 
“The tribulations of the saints are many and various, through the hatred of the world, the temptations of Satan, their own corruptions; and are the will of their heavenly Father; what Christ has foretold, and they expect;” (John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible)

Because of Christ’s death and resurrection, through Whom we have been saved by faith, we have also been “introduced” (led or brought into the throne room of heaven in the very presence of God) to the grace (God’s presence) in which we now stand. I picture a room (God’s presence – Stott = “the sphere of God’s grace”) into which we enter, not by our own strength or choice, but we are accompanied, and are enabled by the Holy Spirit when we are “born again”. Jesus is the key that unlocks the door to the throne room in which the Father’s presence dwells. The death and resurrection of Christ is the “key”, if you will, that uniquely fits the lock that separates man from a personal, loving relationship with God, their Creator. When we are in the throne room (God’s presence, God’s grace), we are standing in His presence, not by our power, but again by the power given to us by the Holy Spirit.
In Colossians 3:3-4, Paul writes something that is at times understood in terms of our being present in two places at once. “For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.” The idea of this would be that we are not only present in this world physically, but that we are “in” Christ in some spiritual sense now. This lends some credence to the idea of how we even now “stand in God’s grace”, in His presence, which recognizes the power and transformation in our lives that we should experience when we are living in God’s will. 

When we “hope” in God’s glory, we find ourselves placing our faith (faith=hope, assurance, trust) in God’s glory. Much in the same way Abraham was assured that God would be able to fulfill His promises, we also hope in the God’s glory being that into which we will be transformed when we are fully sanctified at Christ’s second coming, at which time we will also be “glorified”. Further, our hope in God’s glory is such that we hope in that God’s glory will be manifested in the present time, and at a future time as well.
Verses 1-5


Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace
 with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction
 by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. And not only this, but we also exult
 in our tribulations
, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

The Reconciliation of Christ

Paul describes that when we are at our worst, Christ died for us. Not when we are at our best, or were prepared for Him to die for us, but at the time when we were least worthy. Further, historically speaking, Christ’s life and death were “at the right time”. Pax Romana, “the peace of Rome”, existed in a way that allowed for the easy travel on roads meant for the expansion of commerce and the movement of the Roman legions for the gospel to travel from Jerusalem to the uttermost parts of the Empire. The time of Christ and Paul, with the Roman legions meant that travel was relatively safe compared with other times and places. The Jewish people had been looking for their Messiah in that there were signs and prophecies being foretold and fulfilled. The time was the “right time”. 
The statement of one hardly willing to die for a “righteous” man, and that perhaps for a “good man” one would dare to die, is easier understood, when considering what one might in the flesh see a “righteous” man being – someone who is cold, and seemingly uncaring; while one who is a “good man” by reputation (in a secular sense) is typically one who is warm and considered “caring”, thus creating someone who we as humans assign feelings of allegiance and loyalty, thus meaning that we might die for them in a just cause, whereas for a “righteous” (self-righteous?) man, we would not even hardly dare to lift a finger. (Paraphrase from Stott, Romans) However, when considered in the light of when Christ died for us, we were the unlovely, the ungrateful, helpless, unworthy, enemies of God, liars, murderers, adulterers, fornicators, etc., it is amazing to note that when viewed by man’s standards of when one might die for someone, Christ died for us. We were neither “righteous” nor “good” in the terms of why someone would or should die for us. And if we are saved (justified) by Christ’s death and resurrection through faith, how much more Paul asks rhetorically will we not be saved from God’s wrath, which as we studied in 1:18-31 is being (or will be) poured out on those who are unrighteous, and suppress the truth in unrighteousness.

Further, building on this rhetorical question or statement, Paul states that we have been reconciled to God by Christ’s death; if so, won’t we much more so be saved (justified, sanctified) by His life? This speaks in present tense terms, meaning that Christ is alive and at the right hand of the Father interceding for those who are His. We are given the ability to know God’s love for us by the ministry of the Holy Spirit working in our lives by His outpouring of God’s love in our hearts. The same word used for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, is the same root word used in verse five of this chapter to describe the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. This should be understood not only in the initial regeneration of our spirit by the Holy Spirit, but on the ongoing, continuous outpouring of God’s love and empowering by the Holy Spirit. This process of reconciliation occurs in stages as we are “justified” at a moment in time, and as we are undergoing sanctification through discipline and the tribulations mentioned earlier.
Verses 6-11


For while we were still helpless, at the right time
 Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

{Additional notes and comments will be forwarded to Robert for posting on the web early in the week, and will be available via e-mail or next Sunday evening.}

Verses 12-14

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned-- for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 

Verses 15-17

But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 

Verses 18-21

So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Rom 5:1-21 NASB)

� Metaphorically peace of mind, tranquility, arising from reconciliation with God and a sense of a divine favor (Rom_5:1; Rom_15:13; Phi_4:7 [cf. Isa_53:5]). (The Complete WordStudy Dictionary)





� prosagōgḗ; gen. prosagōgḗs, fem. noun from proságō (G4317), to bring near. Used intrans., meaning access, approach (Rom_5:2; Eph_2:18); used in an absolute sense (Eph_3:12). The term was commonly used for the audience or right of approach granted to someone by high officials and monarchs. (The Complete WordStudy Dictionary)


Syn.: eísodos (G1529), entrance.





� καυχάομαι - kauchaomai; kow-khah'-om-ahee; From some (obsolete) base akin to that of αὐχέω aucheō (to boast) and G2172; to vaunt (in a good or a bad sense): - (make) boast, glory, joy, rejoice. (Strong’s Hebrew / Greek Dictionary)








� θλίψις - thlípsis; gen. thlípseōs, fem. noun from thlíbō (G2346), to crush, press, compress, squeeze, which is from thláō (n.f.), to break. Tribulation, trouble, affliction.


(I) In a figurative manner, pressure from evils, affliction, distress (2Co_2:4; Phi_1:16); of a woman in travail (Joh_16:21). Often as a metonym for evils by which one is pressed, i.e., affliction, distress, calamity (Mat_13:21; Act_7:10-11; Rom_5:3; 2Co_1:4; Heb_10:33).


� καιρός - kairós; gen. kairoú, masc. noun. Season, opportune time. It is not merely as a succession of minutes, which is chrónos (G5550), but a period of opportunity (though not necessity). There is really no Eng. equivalent to the word kairós, appropriate or opportune time, which when used in the pl. with chrónoi (times), is translated as "seasons," times at which certain foreordained events take place…


 according as, katá kairón, at the set time (Joh_5:4; Rom_5:6; see Act_19:23; Rom_9:9);





