Romans 5
I. The Benefits of Justification By Faith (vv. 1-5)

a. Benefits of justification by faith

i. Peace with God

ii. Introduced by faith into the grace of God in which we stand

iii. Exult in hope of the glory of God

iv. Exult in our tribulations

1. Tribulations lead to perseverance

2. Perseverance leads to proven character

3. Proven character leads to hope

4. Hope does not disappoint because of the love of God
b. Love of God

i. Poured out into our hearts through the ministry of the Holy Spirit (i.e., Day of Pentecost = outpouring of the Spirit, ongoing, continuous “filling” – as we empty ourselves, we are enabled to be filled)

II. The Reconciliation of Christ (vv. 6-11)

a. At the right time Christ died for the ungodly

b. Hardly will one die for a “righteous” (not spiritually righteous necessarily) man – “cold, unfeeling”, “self-righteous”

c. Yet, sometimes one will die for a “good man” (in the eyes of humanity) or for a good man with a good cause – “warm, caring”, we assign a value worth dying for to someone like this

d. Who will die for the unworthy, unlovely, ungodly? The sinner? Who cares enough about the downcast, brokenhearted, and repentant? Who cares for the widows, the orphan, and the alien “living” among us?

e. Justified by Christ’s blood = saved from God’s wrath through Christ

f. Enemies of God reconciled by Christ’s death = Shall be saved by His life

III. Imputation of Righteousness / Unrighteousness (sin)(vv. 12-14)

a. One man sins (Adam – corporate representative of humanity = all humanity comes from Adam) – The importance of the Genesis creation account and original sin.

b. Sin enters world = Death spreads to all men (even without the Law, which makes us aware of our sin); still death is the penalty for Adam’s transgression

c. Sin not imputed = the “Law” had not been broken, the sin not identified, though sin nonetheless existed in the hearts of man, as we are descendants of Adam; though as Paul says elsewhere, the Law is written on the consciences of man (chapter 2?)

IV. The Free Gift and The Transgression (vv. 15-17)

a. Free gift not like the transgression

b. All are born sinful because of the sin of Adam; though not until they sin are they guilty of sin; the sin nature reigns in their body, it comes naturally to Adam’s fallen race

c. God’s grace and the gift of the One Man (Jesus) abound to the “many” (those who believe upon Him as their salvation by faith)

d. One transgression led to the death of “many”, resulting in condemnation

e. Many transgressions resulting in justification by the one act of grace 

V. Obedience of the One (vv. 18-21)

a. Universal salvation not being taught in this passage. The Greek tenses and context for “all” are not indicative of a “universal salvation”; only a salvation for the “all” who are saved by faith (justified by faith).

b. One man’s disobedience = sinners

c. One’s Man’s obedience = justification / reconciliation made possible with God

d. Law came = transgressions increased, a knowledge of sin created
e. Sin increased = grace abounded all the more (intro to Chapter six)

