



Romans 4- Abraham - An example Justified by Faith. 

In the previous chapter, Paul explains a Christian’s righteous justification in God is through faith (verse 23b … “all are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Jesus Christ.”)
Paul continues to make the argument that there is no difference whether Jew or Gentile in this “Gracing” by God. The Jews may ask the question “How does this justification by faith relate to us and the Law God gave?” In the Fourth Chapter, Paul reiterates by example as he uses Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, to further explain his point. Let’s look together at the scriptures contained in Chapter 4 of Romans.


Vs. 1-8    In Genesis 14 and 15, we see Abraham defeating the pagan enemy of Yahweh.  God told Abraham that He was “His shield and your very great reward” Genesis 15:1. In this discussion, Abraham reminded God that he did not have a son as promised, so who would be heir to his possessions – a servant?  
Genesis 15:4-6  “Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 


Abraham was credited with righteousness after belief in the covenant God made with him. 

6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” NIV

Vs. 2- If Abraham was to boast about his accomplishments, it could not be before God, but rather men.  
The contrary, Paul explains, that Abrahams faith came before his works which was credited as righteousness before God. 

Vs. 4-8 A man who works receives a fair wage, not because of what anyone else has done, but what he alone has accomplished.  This is not a gift, but compensation.  

God justifies the ungodly (mankind), because to Him there are no Godly except through His Son Jesus Christ.  God views us through His son.  It is through Christ that we have account with God. 


King David was quoted in verse 6-8 from Psalms 32:1-2 “Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 2 Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit.” NIV

Once we are confess our sins, God hears us and cleanses us restoring us to 
righteousness 1 John 1:9.  



Vs. 9-17 – Abraham was Justified by Grace through his belief. NOT THE LAW

According to the Jew, they received righteousness from God after circumcision (8 days old) and by adhering to the Law.  Paul said this was not the case with Abraham.  He was credited with righteousness before circumcision – See Genesis 17:23-27. Abraham was 99 years old when he received circumcision.  

Case and point of circumcision from Paul was referred to in Romans 2:12-29.  
Circumcision was a sign and a seal of commitment for the Jew. It separated them from barbaric ways Vs. 13 – It was not through the Law that Abraham was deemed righteous, but rather through His faith that God was faithful to justify him. 
Vs. 14 –15   Faith in God would have no value if the Law was the focal point of righteousness. The Law was 
established to separate God’s people and give them moral direction from paganism. 
Where there is law brings on the wrath of god because sin abounds. Why? The law exposes sin.  It takes God’s grace through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice to forgive sin and bring one to righteousness. 
Vs. 16 – To surmise Paul’s point – The promise of righteousness is by faith alone and nothing we can do to earn it.  So today, God justifies the ungodly, because they believe His promise of righteousness, not because they obey any laws.  


Vs. 18-25 – Justification by Resurrection - 

Vs. 18 - Against all odds (Abraham 99 and Sarah 90 years old), gave birth to a son (Isaac) who would be the fulfilled promise of what was to come - The birth of a great people and nation.  Both Abraham and Sarah were physically dead to childbirth.  God had seen to it that their abilities were exhausted before he performed His miracle work in them. The Bible says Abraham did not waiver in his faith that god would be true to his word, and He was. 
Vs. 23 – This Credit was not just given to Old Testament leaders, but for our benefit today.  Jesus Christ is our credit in righteousness through belief that He is the Son of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
