Romans 16 – Personal Accolades for God’s Servants

Paul ends his letter to the church at Rome by including many who have contributed to the furtherance of the Kingdom work. In this chapter Paul greets 26 people by name, 2 unnamed and several home churches.

He ends the chapter with nine brothers who were with him at Corinth at the time of this writing. Paul was definitely a man that people admired and were friends with. He was careful to give credit where it was due and they deserved the thank you’s. If you notice, many times, workers who are busy in service without complaining and get the job done are those who attract others and become mentors to them. When we all work together for the good, God receives the Glory – as well He should.  Let’s look at these folks and what they helped the church achieve:

1) Phoebe – A servant of the church at Cenchrea - the eastern seaport harbor of Corinth located 5 miles east. 
Vs. 2 Apparently she was going to Rome carrying Paul’s letter to them and maybe receive goods 
from the church.  A trusted comrade and protectress (helper).  

2) Priscilla and Aquila – Aquila was a converted Jew from Pontus (Northeastern shore of the Black Sea) a 
Roman province.  He was a tentmaker by trade, as was Paul. Aquila and Pricilla lived in various 
places, Corinth, Ephesus and Rome. There is no further evidence of them risking their lives for Paul 
other than mentioned in vs.4. 
The church at Rome was meeting in their home at the time of Paul’s 
writing this letter. 
3) Epenetus – A Christian at Rome and the First Convert from Asia Minor – possibly from Ephesus. There 


was an interesting discovery was made in Rome of an inscription in which was the name of 


Epaenetus, an Ephesian. (International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft) 
4) Mary – No other indication other than she was probably a convert in the Roman church as well. 
5) Andronicus – A kinsmen of Paul and imprisoned with him (location unknown) He was a converted Jew 
before Paul. The idea of apostleship can mean one of two things: 1) held in high esteem by the 
apostles, or being included as a true witness because he was a traveling evangelist.
6) Junias – or Junas – A fellow kinsman as was Andronicus, possibly from the tribe of Benjamin as Paul 
was. Both were with Paul in a prison setting for a time, Probably because of their claim of the gospel.

One commentary says, Junias can be a woman’s name and possibly the spouse of Andronicus.  
7) Ampliatus – A beloved member of the Christian church at Rome. The King James renders the name 
Amplias. Some say from an Imperial household.  Freedmen were slaves of the royal family in Rome.
8) Urbanus – Possibly another Imperial freedmen, due to a known inscription.  He was a worker for all men, 
hence the word our fellow laborer.
9) Stachus – Again a possible Imperial freedman. A dear friend to Paul.  

10) Aristobulus - An inhabitant of Rome and probably not a Christian.  “He was probably a grandson of 
Herod The Great and brother of Herod Agrippa, a man of great wealth, and intimate with the emperor 
Claudius.” 

(International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft)


It could be that those mentioned as freedmen were his slaves.

11) Herodian – A fellow Jew with Paul. “The name seems to imply that he was a freedman of the Herods, or 
a member of the household of Aristobulus, the grandson of Herod the Great (verse 10). Paul calls him 
"my kinsman," i.e. "a Jew" (International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft)
12) Narcissus - Paul does not indicate if Narcissus was a Christian. “Some scholars suggest he was a 
prominent freedman who served as secretary to the Emperor Claudius. But this theory cannot be 
proved.” 

 (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
13) Tryphena and Tryphosa – Both women of the Lord. They may have been sisters, twins, or perhaps 
fellow deaconesses. Paul described them as women "who have labored in the Lord."






(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
14) Persis – A woman who is identified with consistency in service. “The name is not found in inscriptions 
of the imperial household, but it occurs as the name of a freedwoman (Corpus Inscriptionum 
Latinarum, VI, 23, 959).   (International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft)
15) Rufus and His Mother – Commentators suggest that Rufus could be the son of Simon of Cyrene (the 
man who carried the cross for Jesus up to Golgotha). This may be justified because Paul calls Rufus’ 
mother his as well. If not, Rufus was a common name for Imperial Freedmen slaves. 

16) Asyncritus, Phlegon, Patrobas, Hermas and the brothers with them - 


All unknown Christian’s at Rome to whom Paul sent an affectionate salutation 

17) Hermes -  "According to the Greeks he was one of the seventy disciples and afterward Bishop of 

         Dalmatia" (Calmet, Dict., s.v.).  (The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)
18) Phiologus, Julia, Nereus, his sister and Olympas and all the saints (the church at Rome) – 

Phiologus - The name of a Roman Christian to whom Paul sent greetings . His name is coupled with that of Julia, who was probably his wife or sister. Philologus and those united with him in this salutation formed by themselves one of the "house churches" or groups in the Christian community.





(from International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft)
Nereus – As well as and the others saluted with him formed small community or "house church." The name of the sister is not given, but the name Nereis is found on an inscription of this date containing names of the emperor's servants (Lightfoot, Phil, 176).(International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft)
Olympas - An abbreviated form of Olympiadorus. The joining in one salutation of the Christians mentioned in verse 15 suggests that they formed by themselves a small community in the earliest Roman church.






(from International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft)

Vs. 16 - The Holy Kiss was a common practice of the church. Justin Martyr says the kiss signified friendship 
and kinship in the Lord. 
Vs. 17–18 – Paul’s referral here is to false teaching.  Many times it was Greek Philosophical influence, 
Gnosticism, Jewish Traditions, et.al. 
Proverbs 6:16-19  - “There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: 17 haughty 
eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood,  18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet 
that are quick to rush into evil, 19 a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up 
dissension among brothers.”
Some of the characteristics are: They Cause Divisions (disunity); Contrary Teachings; Self Serving; 


Deception through smooth talk and flattery (tickle your ears). 

2 Timothy 4:3-4  “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit 
their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching 
ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”
Vs. 19-20 – Remain obedient to the doctrine of truth -  Jesus Christ. 

Soon satan will be crushed – See Romans 13:12   “The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 




So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

“Because of Gods Grace, we get what we don’t deserve (mercy). 
Because of God’s Grace , His favor rests on us without any merit on our part.

Because of God’s Grace, He sees us through His Son within us and is satisfied with us. 

And, Because of God’s Grace, there is no stringent rule keeping, no strangling obligations, no guilt.”







“Relating to Others – A Study of Romans 12-16,”  Charles Swindoll – Insight for Living, 1999.
Vs. 21- 27 –
Timothy – A young comrade of Paul’s. One Paul trusted at several churches to help strengthen them. Eventually became the leader (Bishop) of the church at Ephesus. According to an old tradition, Timothy continued to act as bishop of Ephesus and suffered martyrdom under Domitian or Nerva




        (From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)

"Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my kinsmen" were among those who joined Paul in saluting the Christians in Rome. By "kinsmen" Paul means "Jews." This Lucius of Cyrene may have been the same person that sent Saul (Paul) and Barnabas into Ministry from Antioch. As to the others, we have no more information about either.
(from International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft)
Tertius – The scribe for Paul in this letter. A Roman Christian dedicated to the church
Gaius – A believer in Corinth, the host of Paul, and in whose house the Christians were accustomed to assemble. He was baptized by Paul (1 Cor 1:14).  (From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary.  Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois.  (c) 1988.)

Erastus - 1. A Christian sent with Timothy from Ephesus into Macedonia while the apostle Paul stayed in Asia (Acts 19:22). 2. The "treasurer of the city" (Rom 16:23) in Corinth who sent greetings to Rome.

3. One who remained at Corinth (2 Tim 4:20). All may be the same person.
 (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)
