Romans 13 – Submit to Authorities

God has established three (3) institutions – The Home (Genesis 2:18-25); Government (Genesis 9:1-17) and the Church (Acts 2). Paul was speaking to all Christians throughout the known Roman empire and beyond.  Rome had recognized the Judeo Christian faith because it was still considered a part of Judaism. There was, however, great tension building in the land.  As the people expressed themselves and their faith, the Roman Government was reigning in many assumed rights.  It would not be long before many of the celebrated religious rights would be challenged. In writing this particular chapter, Paul was reminding believers of their responsibility to civil law.  

I.  Our Relation to Governmental Authority – verses 1-7


As Roman citizens, those who heard this message knew of their dual citizenship.  
1) They were citizens of Rome (Acts 22) and citizens of Christ’s kingdom (Philippians 3:20). 


A.  God instituted government (Daniel 4:17; 34-35;  1 Peter 2:13-17).   


B.  Because God has instituted this, not only are the authorities subject to Him, the subordinates (you and me) are subject as well.  Why?  Read verse 1b – “. . . . for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.” 

C. Rebelling against civil authority brings judgment!  Why?  More than likely judgment will come from the authority you rebel against- that is the law. 

By the way – how is a bad law changed? By rebellion?  No – by enacting those in power to see 


change is made. 


D. Those in authority are charged with making sure adherence to the laws are maintained.  Whether right or wrong, we have an obligation to respect authority.  After all, we are not to play god.  He will hold those in authority accountable for their actions.  

Proverbs 29:2  “When the righteous increase, the people rejoice,  But when a wicked man rules, 




people groan.” NASU

E. Vs. 4 – The sword of authority is the civil law which prevails and is punishable. 


This is called “force for the maintenance of good for others.”


F. Submit to authority for two reasons 1) to avoid judicial punishment; and 2) Duly honor because of 



our conscience (Holy Spirit convictions). 

G. Taxes are levied to provide for government services and personnel. Give as it is right.  If you owe 

taxes, pay them, repay to another if owed to them, give respect and honor to all men.  



Lit. - repay to all regardless of circumstance.  
II. Looking Forward in the Future – verses 8-14

This section of scripture deals with ones relationship to another. There is only one debt that can never be completely fulfilled and that is the debt of love to one another  John 13:34-35  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." NIV

A. No outstanding debt shows responsibility and character.  A mans word should be his bond.  


B. As Christ first loved us, we should love one another - 1 John 4:7  “Dear friends, let us love one 

another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 


God.”  NIV

C. Love your brother as yourself. Not that we simply love ourselves, but love others as we want to be 

loved.  

D. The Law is fulfilled with Love (agape
  – God’s affectionate unconditional love).


E.  Paul shares an eschatological (future coming) statement revealing that the time is short – meaning 

salvation is nearer than ever before. 

II. Looking Forward in the Future – verses 8-14  (Continued).


F. Paul uses a metaphor in verse 12  - Night before the coming Day of the Lord. 

G. Deeds of darkness (a symbol of sin) and put on armor of light  See Ephesians 6:11-18
“Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” NIV

H. Can the Christian behave decently and with dignity?  Yes – it is a matter of attitude and will. 

The attitudes listed are generally considered sins of the evening – concealed by the cover of darkness. 


I. Warren Wiersbe says “Do this because we have come a long way in our reaso9ns for obeying the law; from fear, to conscience, to love and to our devotion to Christ.”


J. What does it mean to be “Clothed in Jesus Christ?”  

Galatians 3:26-28  “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”  NIV


An outward expression of an inward change of heart. 

In effect – Chapter 13 is a descriptive analysis of how Christians should conduct themselves in life. 

Paul says let’s live above mediocrity and set an example for others to follow – both civilly and spiritually.  
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